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South East 


Playground to Podium


Surrey Rams Wheelchair Basketball Club


Club development project to develop the junior section of the club for young disabled people from Surrey and incorporate regular competition.








Project aims and achievements


	Develop a Junior Club for 20+ young people from all over Surrey.


	Establish a system of rules and regulations for the club


	Incorporate regular competitions


	Train volunteers and players








Outcomes and impact


	The funding supported the cost of facility hire and coaches fees, keeping the session costs for members as low as possible.


	The club now includes players from all over Surrey.


	Development of the clubs structure and personnel.


	Using highly experienced Paralympic players and club coaches to develop the skill and understanding of the game for the players in the club.


" The young people now feel as though they own the club as they assist in different ways and are helping form the club for the future.” Y Dixon, Surrey Rams








Next steps


We intend to enter the Junior League this coming season, which will give the players a greater insight into the game, their abilities and those of other players from across the region.  


We are also looking to get the club NGB accredited and ClubMark accredited this season too.
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Contact


Jessica Cook, National Sports Development Manager, English Federation Disability Sport


www.efds.co.uk





Personal experience


“We have a number of young people with disabilities that wanted to have their own club/activity out of school.  Most of these young people qualified to attend the County Assessment Day and were highlighted as having potential to do well in a number of sports, but they chose Wheelchair Basketball.


The young people now feel as though they own the club as they assist in different ways and are helping form the club for the future.


I would definitely say go for it.  It is a real joy to see how the athletes have developed since we started and how they take the responsibility of belonging to a club very seriously. I would recommend regular communication with the parents, as these younger athletes are dependent on parents getting them to the club.


Keep the athletes involved in decisions about the club and what the goals are, we have found this keeps them motivated and enthusiastic about the future of the club. Try to publicise and promote the athletes as much as you can, they may not get much opportunity in their (mainstream) school environments to excel in other areas.” Y Dixon, Surrey Rams














